DAILY BUSINESS REVIEW

January 26, 2017

Circulation: 25,128/ UMV: 54,973

v

OFFIIAL COUT NENSPAPER OF SOUTS FOFIZA
DailyBusinessReview.com

DAILY BUSINESS REVIEW

s 5288

LeClairRyan
Opens Office
in Boca Raton

e

Quick Biscayne Boulevard Experiment
Ends, Flagler Street Work Drags On

oy o Ve

e S
S e
T
=4 o —
pte Sandteney
=
s Senior Appellate Judge Rails Proposal Could
Wi, s s, b i b B
smemimes: Against'Chevron Resolve Key
BT e . Florida Death
e L
Tyt Penalty lssue
T Sy
ST e AR e
P T St el mngentas
e =TE STl
o ————— N &= e
T At s i i B
i, SR R
Seeeme Frmmawn T
S T2 e &
=5 v
—— =
=

I

-

ON APPEAL

Gorsuch, Scotus Front-Runner
e Page A1E

Miamis Downtown Development
Authority conducted a pop-up experi-
ment that put pedestrians first and ve-
hicles second on Biscayne Boulevard,
one of the main arteries cutting through
the urban core.

Dubbed “Biscayne Green,” the month-
long project aimed to excite Miamians
for what's to come: a development that
will permanently strip travel lanes and
parking from the eight-lane corridor to
make way for more pedestrians, bicy-
clists and public transit.

“This was a dream had by the DDA _..
to prioritize pedesirian and cycling activ-
ity over the traditional auto-centric mind-
set,” said City Commissioner Ken Russell.
While the idea of converting traffic lanes
to other uses does “go against traditional
thought,” he said the temporary trial did
not hurt vehicle flow.

The 20-day event wraps up Thursday,
but the permanent project won't launch

just yet.
The Florida Department of
Transportation approved over

$400,000 to fund a traffic elimination
analysis starting in 2018, said Alyce
Robertson, executive director of the

A,

“We'll be working with them to
move the funding window up some,”
Robertson said.

The study will determine how many
lanes can be repurposed for things like
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public transit without disrupting the
flow of traffic.

The long-term plan targets the south-
ern end of Biscayne between Northeast
Sixth and Southeast First streets. The
DDA wants to convert four lanes — up
to two in each direction — to pedestri-
an-friendly walkways, bicycle paths and
public transit routes. Four parking lots
in the median would be converted to pe-
destrian promenades. One lane would
be left for paralle]l parking.

The traffic study, which should last six
to nine months, will examine the feasi-
bility of the plans, Robertson said.

The temporary initiative closed two
southbound lanes to vehicle traffic, and
placed planters, seating and public art in
median parking lots. There's been little
feedback from drivers, although people
have reportedly adapted well to the par-
allel parking, she said.

“Biscayne Boulevard is eight lanes
right now, but it bottlenecks at either
end,” Russell said. “What you have is a
raceway going each way”

He said reducing the number of lanes
would ensure a safer flow of vehicles.

“There's excess capacity there”
Robertson said, which is why the DDA
is looking to overhaul that section of the
corridor.

The temporary project was made
possible by seed funding from the Knight
Foundation and the Miami Foundation.

The Biscayne Green initiative coincides with a $13 million, five-block streetscape projecton
Flagler Street, a long-anticipated project that has fallen behind schedule.

While there aren't plans for an encore,
Robertson said the DDA would consider
bringing the pop-up event back if more
funds become available.

FLAGLER DELAY

The Biscayne Green initiative co-
incides with a $13 million, five-block
streetscape project on Flagler Street, a
long-anticipated project that has fallen
behind schedule.

The redevelopment intersecting
Biscayne Boulevard is intended to im-
prove the historic main street’s side-
walks and reduce traffic congestion. The
DDA launched the 13-phase project ear-
ly last year near the Miami-Dade County
Courthouse with a projected completion
date at the end of 2017.

Shovels hit the ground on phase one
and two from Northwest First Avenue to
the courthouse about a year ago. The first
phase wrapped up by mid-summer, but
construction is still ongoing on phase two.

Each phase was to be completed in
60 days, but the contractor, Chicago-
based FH. Paschen, ran into several is-
sues including aging buried utilities that
delayed construction. Phases two, three
and four are now underway. A message
seeking comment from the company
was not retirned by deadline.

The second phase near the courthouse
has been in the works for nearly a year
and is nearing completion. The street re-
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vamp will ultimately extend to Biscayne.

Brian Alonso, co-chair of the DDA
Flagler Street Task Foree, said the con-
tractor has had a considerable amount of
furnover, which further delayed the work.

“It's been a challenge” to work with
them, he said, adding the company’s
lack of response to the delays has been
frustrating

He said provisions exist in the contract
between the city and FH. Paschen to cov-
er unforeseen delays. However, the DDA
is not happy with the sluggish progress.

Neisen Kasdin, managing pariner at
Akerman’s Miami office and vice chair
of the DDA, said the group wants a more
formal role in the project. The develop-
ment authority plans to secure a memo-
randum of understanding with the city
that will give it a stronger voice in major
project decisions and the ability to push
the process along.

Alonso said the city has tapped Atkins
Engineering to analyze the delay. A new
completion schedule will be negotiated,
and the DDA wants a seat at the table
when that decision is made.

He said construction work sped up in
November when the city began to warn
the contractor that it was in violation of
the contract.

“There's some optimism there,” he
said.

Contact Carla Vianna at cvianna@alm.
com. On Twitter: @CarlaOVianna



