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‘We love’ South
Florida. UFC says
Saturday’s fights will
begin yearly return

BY VINOD SREEHARSHA
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South Florida's pull as a
sports-tourisim magnet
strengthens this weekend as
one of the world's most
popular sports entities
comes hack ro the Kaseya
Center in downtown Mia-
mi.

And all indications are
the UFC, or the Ullimate
Fighting Championship,
will persist with return
wisits.

“We are planning to
continue an annual major
event here,” said Lawrence
Epsiein, UFC's chief oper-
aring officer.

That's because it has
become a top ter market
for the organization, he
said, alongside Las Vegas
and New York Ciry,

“We love the South Flor-
ida market,” said the exec-
ulive,

The UFC, which is based
in Las Vegas and has more
than 700 million fans, will
hold matches on Saturday.
The headliner will be the
bantamweight title bour
between champion Sean
O'Malley and Ecuador's
Marlon Vera. O Malley is
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Marlon Vera, right, seen here fighting Pedro Munhoz, will
face Sean O'Malley on Saturday.

one of the TUFC's higgest
slArs.

Abourt 19,000 people are
expected to arrend, said
Suganne Amaduced, a board
of director with the Miami
Thonwntonen Development
Authority, or DDA The
majority — about 644
based on ticker sales — will
b from oul of town. About
10%; the attendees are
coming from Feuador, said
Fpstein.

“We think a lot will stay
in downtown,” providing a
boast fo the local ceonomy,
Arnaduged said. Overall,
“wiz think the economic
impact for this event is

going to be close to $50
million,” she estimated,
The D24 provided
S100,000 to the UFC for
the event, said Amaduce,
but that is ded to the group
participating in local events.
For example, athletes are
planning to local hospitals,
Sports in South Florida
are drawing spectators fom
around the world. Formula
1 is becoming a fixore in
Miami Gardens and FTFA
recently opened an office in
Coral Gables to prepare for
the 2026 Weorld Cup, That
warne aller soceer won
Lionel Messi started playing
with Inter Miami last year.
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UFC bantamweight champion Sean O'Malley will defend his title on Saturday at the Kaseya Center.

The Miami Marling’ stadi-
wm has hosted international
baseball towrnaments, in-
cluding the wildly popular
Serie del Caribe,

“Sports is huge” to tou-
rism o Miami, said Ama-
dueed,

Last April, the UFC re-
turned o Miami for the first
time in twio decades, It was
wildly successful, according
to the UFC, with live gate
revenue Wialing $11.9 mil-
lion, the sixth-highest gross-
ing event in UFC history.

Tur locals also cashed in,
according to the UFC, A
report released on Wednes-
¢ commissioned by the
TPC and conducted by
Applied Analysis says the
event generated 547.7 mil-
lion in loval economic activ-
ity. Approximately $20.3
million went for wages and
salaries as about 517 people
were employed.

Meanwhile, tax revenues
totaled in exeess of $1.4
maillion sourced to sq
ticket and pay-p
taxes. OF that,
was in sales tux, $627,000
in ticket tax and 540,000
in pay-per :

But the tel 5
cast and re-watches are
where the most value
COMmes, say organizers, The
broadeast reaches 900
million houscholds and is
conducted in 20 languages,
inchiding Spanish, Poro-
auese, [ebrew, and Rus-
siam.

Epstein said the organiza-
tion intentionally makes the
Troadcast of cach event
intimately connected to the
host city and heavily pro-
mobes it

YT urns nfo @ huge
billbeard for South Florida,”
he said.




