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Dedlining property values are leading to big drop-offs in dity budgets across Miami-Dade County. With a tough

budget season koming, municipalities might face tax hikes and cutbacks in services.
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A couple who met and lived most
of their life hara is honored for
their commitment to each other
during their 70th anniversary, 3

DOWNTOWN MIAMI

Recently opened mini parks are
providing a peaceful retreat for
residents and workers looking to
escape the concrete jungla, 4
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THREE MNEW DOWMTOWMN MLAMI MIMI
PARKS PROVIDE RESIDEMTS WITH A
RELAXIMNG ATMOSPHERE TO EAT LUMCH,
VISIT FRIENDS AND WaALK. MORE PARKS
ARE EXPECTED TO OPEN
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Downtown Miami resi-
dents now can escape the
concre te jungle without leaw-
ing towmn It is all thanks to
three mini parks that the cine
lassdars recently openad

The Paul 5 Wallker Urban-
scape, toge ther with the Joan
Lehmam Scudpoare Plaga and
Robert F. Clark Plaza, form a
trio of cogises in dovwnitowm's
core where peopls can enjoy
nature, breathe dfresh air or
simply enjoy a ree's shade.

"This is really a lovely
place to come o hawe lunch
ar just some codies,” said Fima
Sumires.

With their large calk trees,
:ner'.c b and colerfal fowers,
the parls provide the relaxing
atmosphers some residsnis
have been locking for. Many

If vou go

wiak: Paul 5. W abiar Urban-
scapd, 85 W, Haghar 5E;
Joan Lehrmen Sculptwrs
Plax s, Flagler Stroat at
Sothw est First Bearws; ord
Robert F. Clark lxs, Horthe
wst First fvenua ard First
Shragt.

m'rere Opan easry devg From
ks 10 sreet.

B nberrratiore wevew.cimi
ami Augfoms/perks.

complained the downtewn
area didn't have enowngh
parks.

W e really meaded some
thing like this around here,”
Swarez said. *We shouldn't
have to be inside a boilding
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Urbamscape o oF thaed fan

PN TS Y ALLESOM DUAT/F0R THE AN HERALD
WELCOME SIGHT: Sandwicbad between downtown Miamis buildings hes Paul S

farks that the Sty has o pened 1o create

or e g i S8 o for Jd ownt owin residents &nd workers.

all the dme.”

The mini paris, kowerer,

PEACERUL RETREAT: Peclest rian friendhy foatunes such as niw pathwsys and brees ang

abundant at the Walker U

rbamscape S extremely gratifiing to see the dream af

reopening Paul S Walker Park become 8 reality,” said Commissioners Marg Sannoff.

are mot complately new to
the neighboriood. They had
been aroumd long bedore the
city leaders decided to bring
them back to Life by remaw-
ing dirt and concrete that
made it Impessble for pec
ple to enjor their baguty,

The Faul Walker mini
ek, bualt in doner of Walk-
er's contributons to the ciir,
openad more than 30 years
ago.

But after the city decided
o lease the property out, a
cafeteria and a building
replaced it

Mot all the park’s original
elements were lest I
waterfall, Ridden umder the
building was recovered, and
it is now part of the newly
fmproved Paul 5. Walker
Urbanscape.

‘The other two parks were
also enhanced with pedesirs-
an-iriendly features such o
n=w patkwars and rees

“It's extremel ¥ gratifying
o see the dream of reopen-
ing Paul 8§ Walker Park
become a reality,” said Com-
missicner Marc Sarnodi, who

pushed forthe parlds restora-
tom, “Restoring Paul Walker
Parle ] itz _|'n:-:'rr'.-=r glory is
something that our commao-
nity should be very proud
il

The city's decision to
recpen the parks came after
the Dawmtovm Development
Aunthority concluded there
wiE not enough green space.

"Downtown has seen a
tremendons growth in s
residential population, and
[it is] going to need some
parks whether it is to walk or
to eat their lonch oumside,”
said the sothoriby's Mark
Spamicls

Miore dewntown Miami
parks are expected. The
D& is currentdy evaluating
an arailable space mear
Mortheast 23th § reet, north
af the Cmnd.

“Miami's downtown
deoesn't howe to be a concrebs
jumgle. If we have the abilite
o pror_d-e a small oasis of
serenify to dnl'ﬂmtﬂ\wrh-
ers or "I.-Im!'i. it's our
re#p-n-r'_,-al ity to make that
hapgen,” Sarnedf said.
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